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East African Community Maize Grain Standard

MAIZE IS MONEY: DRY IT PROPERLY

STANDARD IMPACTED BAD PRACTICES

MOISTURE CONTENT:

Moisture content is a measure of how X
much water is in the grain (how wet it R N~ Do not
Harvest is). It is measured with a moisture meter. : { Y NN NALR harvest

maize when it Maximom Limit e — R Z Sl & maize until

is dry Characteristic |Grade 1 |Grade 2|Grade 3 B 4 - - ' itis dry

rI\r/I];)ri;;ture, % 13.5

ORGANOLEPTIC (APPEARANCE AND SMELL):

For all grades, maize should appear clean and bright with a natural
smell.

Do not dry /
your maize on
Generally Acceptable Grains e ‘ bar e gr Ound,
tarmac or on

the roof top

Dry maize
on tarpaulins,
canvas, mats

or in cribs

AFLATOXINS AND FUMONISINS

Aflatoxins and Fumonisins are
poisons released by certain
moulds. Moulds come from soill
and air and grow when grain is
handled poorly. They can not be
seen by the naked eye and have to
be tested by a qualified personnel. . —
Aflatoxins élanqcause chcer and . Maximum Limit
Mycotoxin All Grades

liver damage- _At high levels of |15 afiatoxins | 10 ug/kg (ppb)
concentration, it can cause death. | Afiatoxins B1 5 ug/kg (ppb)

Aflatoxin B1 is highly potent. Fumonisins 2 mg/kg(ppm)

Cover your e /. .
maize durin DISCOLOURED GRAIN 454 K% /Epm Do pot Iea\_/e
] : Th kernels which are d d by heat, frost t T L maize out in
rain ese are kernels which are damaged by heat, frost or water. the rain

Maximum Limit
Characteristic Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3
Discoloured grains, % m/m : 2.0 2.5

For further information contact:
Uganda National Bureau of Standards, Standards House, Bweyogerere, @ 2018
Plot 2-12 By Pass Link, Bweyogerere Industrial and Business Park,
P.O. Box 6329 Kampala, Tel: 0417 333 250 Toll Free Helpline: 0800133133,
info@unbs.go.ug; www.unbs.go.ug
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